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Swami Vivekananda

Swami Vivekananda was born on 12 January, 1863 in Calcutta. His family name
was Narendranath Dutta. His father Vishwanath Dutta was a learned man who
was well- versed in English and Persian. By profession, he was a successful
Attorney-at-law in the High Court of Calcutta.

His mother was a pious lady who influenced Naren since his childhood in the
formation of his character. She first taught Naren English lesson, and then made
him acquainted with Bengali alphabets.Naren was a good singer. Once
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa happened to hear Naren singing a devotional song. He
asked the young man to see him at Dakshineswar, where he was a priest at the
Kali temple.

From his childhood, Naren was eager to see God face to face. He asked many
religious stalwarts about his desire in the past, but none could satisfy him. Now
this God-man of Dakshineswar said to Naren that as one can see him, he can also
see God in the same real form. Naren was not convinced with his words. He
wanted the saint to prove it to him. And in course of time, Naren had that
wonderful divine experience in his life.

Naren was later named as 'Swami Vivekananda', when he became a monk. He
went to America to participate in the Parliament of World Religions held at
Chicago in 1893. In his long lecture, Swami Vivekananda explained to the world
that God is One, and that the different religions are like different rivers (or routes)
to terminate in the sea

(the same destination).

Swami Vivekananda passed away in 1902.
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